
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
Please find a handout with this newsletter with conference times for you to sign up for. Please also 

note that I am happy to meet with you at any time during the year -- you don’t have to wait to a 
“formal” conference day!
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Dear Families,
 What a busy time of handling apples the kindergartners 
had this week. We worked hard each day prepping apples to 
make applesauce not only for ourselves, but also for 
Thursday’s Taste of Tunbridge, as well as for the lunch 
program on Friday. We have all gotten very adept at handling 
the apple peeler/slicer I brought in, as well as using the food 
mill to mash the cooked apples. On Thursday as a special 
afternoon treat I also brought in applesauce cake I made using 
some of their applesauce, and we all agreed it was delicious.
 Although we started and ended each day working with 
apples, we did fit in a bunch of language arts, science and 
math as well this week. The kindergartners continue to work 
on their letter recognition naming letters, as well as working 
on sounds. Additionally we practice writing letters, both in 
capital form as well as lower case. This week students also got 
their first mini-books and worked on reading a story using 
their fingers to follow along with each word, and reading to 
themselves and others to practice clarity and pronunciation of 
sounds. This is just the start of what we will be doing all year, 
but already I am seeing a great deal of growth.
 In math we continue to work with number sense, number 
writing, and patterns. On Tuesday we had a silly afternoon 
making patterns with movement and noises, and then turning 
those patterns into visual representations using unifix cubes. It  
was pretty silly, but fun. On Thursday we played a great game 

with Mrs. Sue Barnaby, as well as made posters following the 
reading of the book Ten Black Dots. In addition to the 
structured math work students also worked at creative design 
and pattern making with pattern blocks.
 Over the course of two days students took their first 
literacy and math online assessment using an assessment 
program called the Star 360. This is something that all 
students in the school have done this year, and we just 
completed this week. It takes about 15 to 20 minutes, and the 
students used iPads to answer the questions. The data gives us 
a quick glimpse at some of the skills of students, as well as 
recommendations of curriculum areas to work on. Since this 
was the first time the kindergartners have ever taken 
something like this, I will wait until they have done it at least 
a couple of times before I really assess the data. However that 
being said, they all worked really hard on it and should be 
pleased with their effort! 
 For Forest School on Wednesday we had a lot of messy 
fun in the classroom making pine cone bird feeders using 
peanut butter and bird seed, then we headed out to the woods 
and hung up the creations. I can’t wait to go back next week 
and see if any birds have eaten from them!
 I hope that you all have a wonderful weekend. Sounds 
like it may be chilly -- I think fall is finally here!

--Elizabeth

Thanks to all the Tunbridge families who 
made it to the third annual Taste of 
Tunbridge last night. And a special thank 
you to the kindergartners for their 
excellent work making applesauce!



Math Time!

Math time in the Kindergarten room is a collection of  many different activities, projects and games. On any 
given day you might find the students listening to a math storybook, practicing writing their numbers on 
paper or white boards or with Wiki sticks, playing a game in a small group or with a partner, working with 
blocks to create designs or patterns, coloring a picture using number clues, or working on a more traditional 
worksheet. 

For this beginning part of  the year we have been working on early number sense, recognition and production 
of  numbers, as well as recognizing and creating repetitive patterns, and also being able to compare numbers 
using the terminology of  greater than and less than.

We often begin math time as a whole class, either talking about a lesson or listening to a math-related story, 
but then we frequently break into groups of  4 or 6 kids to play a game or do an activity that reinforces the 
lessons. We use materials such as dice, counting bears, two sided chips, pattern blocks, family counters, and 
unifix cubes. 

Of  course math work does not always just stay in math time, it drifts into other parts of  the day. You might 
see it when we count how many sunny days of  school we have had this month during morning meeting, or in 
music where students may count beats, or during read aloud when there is a fun sharing problem or a creative 
pattern to the words or movement of  a character. It’s fun to bring math and counting, comparing, and data 
collecting into all parts of  our day.

Over the course of  the year the math concepts with grow and develop, but the structure of  learning will stay 
the same -- though games, discourse, formal lessons, small group work, activities and math centers.

Pictures created after reading 10 Black 

Dots

Some of the patterns we have made.


